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What a fabulous Royal Wedding Gala Dinner and 

Dance we had on Friday, April 29 th  at the Alliance 
Banquet Hall.  As guests entered the hall they were 

invited by John Hoskins and Michael Craig to have  a 
souvenir photo taken with Prince William and Kate 

Middleton.  A life -size photo 
showed the Duke and 

Duchess of Cambridge 
standing in front of 

Buckingham Palace.   Both 
John and Michael did a great 

job with the background 
props and the photography.  

A non -alcohol punch was 
available prior to dinner and waiters served hors -

dôoeuvres while the disc jockey played a selection of 

before dinner music.  Guests were resplendent in 
their party clothes, (there were even a few tiaras ) 

and everyone was definitely out to have a good time.  

A delicious four -course dinner was served consisting 

of a chicken soup, a green salad, roast beef with 
gravy, roast potatoes and a vegetable medley 

followed by either strawberry delight or chocolate 
tortufo for dessert.  Second and third helpings were 

offered for everything but dessert and no one left 
hungry.  There were two bottles of wine, one white 

and one red, for each table as well as a well stocked 
bar for those 

preferring 
something a bit 

stronger.  

The Silent Auction 
tables were crowded 

with over 80 items 
available for bidding 

with values from 
$25.00 up to  
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1 

What Our Members 
Are Reading  

Editorial   

Down Memory Lane  

Theatre Club  

Volunteer Highlights  

Program Committee/
Staff Notices  

The Many Faces of 
Syme  

Weekender Express/
Social Walks & Foxy 
Blues  

MiniBus Adventures/
Celebrations, 
Concerns & Sorrows  

Fundraising 
Committee  

List of Gala Donors  

Toronto Challenge  

 

3 
 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

 

10/11  
 

14  

 

15/16  

 

 

17  
 

18  

19  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

continue on page 3  

Inside this issue:  



 

                                                              A Syme of the Tymes                                                                   

  
                                                                                       

2 



 

                                                              A Syme of the Tymes                                                                   

  
                                                                                       

3 

What Our Members Are Reading  

ñGuilty as Sinò   Tami Hoag  

This particular novel was written originally, over a decade ago but I have only recently 
discovered this author. She writes a great whodunit.  

Prosecutor Ellen North believes sheôs building a case against a guilty man. As she 
prepares for the trial of her career, she finds herself swept into a cruel contest of 

twisted wits, a dark game of life and death.  

ñFirst Familyò   David Baldacci  

Here is another prolific storyteller along the lines of John Grisham. This is a thriller 
with a surprise ending.  

This is the fourth novel which features former Secret Service agents turned private 
investigators, Sean King and Michelle Maxwell. The presidentôs wife presses Sean and 

Michelle into a desperate search to rescue a kidnapped child.  

ñWhite Washò   Alex Kava  

I cannot wait for the next Kava novel to be published, which I invariably read until the 
book is finished, even if I am up all night.  

In a world that values corporate greed over human life, 2 strangers,  EchoEnergyôs 

Sabrina Galloway and congressional chief of staff Jason Brill, have attracted the notice 

of silent but powerful enemies.  

$300.00.  Bidding was quite competitive and you had 

to be on your toes not to be outbid before the auction 
closed. Lucky bidders got some great bargains.    

Audrey Clark, Edith George, Mary Doig and a        
representative from Scarlett Heights were the          

winners of the door prizes while several other couples 
won the numerous spot dance prizes.   

City Councilor Frances Nunziata, MPP Laura Albanese 
and MP Alan Tonks gave us lots of laughs with their 

rendition of the Elvis Presley hit, ñAll Shook 
Upò.  It was great to see them together, pos-

sibly for the last time, as sadly Alan Tonks lost 
his seat in the Federal election just two days 

later.  

Festivities wound down shortly after midnight 

and, as guests made their way to the parking 

lot, members of the Special Events Committee 
were trying to decide on a name for next 

year's Gala.  It was a great night and our net 
profit was over $4000.00.  

Continue from page 1  
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Syme Editorial  

As I write this editorial, I can hear a whip -poor -will calling from a nearby tree as he/she 
obviously has a nest close -by.  He generally starts his song at about 7:30 at night when 

he wakes up and he sings continuously for about 30 to 40 minutes and never seems to 
take a breath.  He sings very loudly and his song drowns out the other numerous bird 

calls near our campsite at MacGregor Point Provincial Park.  We are here for the week -
long Huronia Birding Festival.  Whip -poor -wills are night birds, nest on the ground and 

are rarely seen during the day.  Unfortunately, he feels the need to also sing for 30 or 
40 minutes before he goes to bed at 4:30 a.m. and it is like having an alarm clock that 

cannot be turned off.  Oh well, it is a birding festival and if you wish to see a lot of 

birds, you must get up at the crack of dawn.  

This is the third summer issue of the Syme of the Tymes and we have some very 

interesting articles as well as our regular columns. ñDown Memory Laneò has an 
excellent piece about Margaret Perkins, our former watercolour instructor.  While I 

attended Margaretôs classes for several years, I had no idea that she was responsible 
for the beautiful wall mural in the gym.  

Margaret McCarthy and Edith George have both written short articles on mini bus trips 
they particularly enjoyed.  If you have taken a trip with either the Travel Group or on 

the Minibus and you believe that others might be interested in hearing about your 
experiences, please do not hesitate to let us know.  We are always on the lookout for 

articles from our members.  

The Centre is very fortunate to have so many members willing to donate their time on 

various committees and projects.  Everyone is so busy nowadays that getting people to 
volunteer on a regular basis can sometimes be a bit challenging.  We volunteer for 

various reasons but mainly because Syme is our Centre and we want to make a 

difference. You may have noticed that reception is once again being staffed by 
volunteers.  

In this issue, we are highlighting a couple of volunteers who are not members of Syme.  
These ñSpecial Volunteersò willingly donate their time and expertise on various projects 

throughout the year.  If you are aware of any of our ñSpecial Volunteersò, please let us 
know so we can include them in future issues.  

We would like to welcome the new members to our Board of Directors.  The Executive 
Committee for 2011/2012 consists of: Audrey Clark -President, Gary Peltz -Vice -

President, Stella Hesketh ïSecretary and Arlene Smetaniuk ïTreasurer.  Thank you to 
the retiring members:  Bill Holtham, Vi Sadler, Jim Darvill and Margo Duncan.  

That is about all the news for now.  Do not forget, the deadline for our fall issue of the 
newsletter is September 1, 2011.  Hope you all have a great summer and we will see 

you in September.  



 

                                                              A Syme of the Tymes                                                                   

  
                                                                                       

5 

Down Memory Lane  

With  Chris Hoskins and Ethel Applewhite  

We are certain that many of you will remember Margaret Perkin who 
was an instructor at the Syme Centre for 19 years.  Margaret always 

had artistic leanings and at the early age of 13 years, was awarded a 
scholarship to the Liverpool Junior School of Art.  It was here that she 

met Tom, a fellow student, who was to become her future husband. 
Like Margaret, Tom was born in Liverpool in 1933.  Tom left the school 

at age 15 but Margaret continued on to follow a career in art.  

The couple were married in 1955 and immigrated to Canada in 1957.   
Shortly after their arrival, Tom obtained a good job in the 

photographing and engraving business and, like most mothers at that 
time, Margaret stayed home to raise their family.  When she was in her 

early thirties and the children were a little older, Tom encouraged her to go back to school.  
She liked the idea and finished her high school diploma, went on to Humber College and 

then York University, eventually graduating with an Honours Degree in Fine Arts.  At 
Humber she taught an arts program on Saturday morning.   Even then, Margaret was what 
we could call a ñfree spiritò and a nine-to - five job was never for her.  

Margaret joined the Centre in the early 1990s, where she taught one of the most difficult 

art classes, ñwater colours.ò She also taught yoga, and some sessions, when she was 
reading with soft music in the background, one or two of her students would fall fast 

asleep. She was also certified to practice reflexology and acupressure.  

We never heard Margaret discourage anyone, no matter how challenged they were at art or 
how un -flexible they were at yoga. She was always saying, ñDo something for yourself.  

Believe in yourself and never mind what others say.ò 

You can imagine her daughter Sueôs surprise when she brought home her first boyfriend at 
age 15.   Margaret greeted him with ñHello Brian, I remember you from my old Saturday 

morning art class.ò Small world. 

Margaretôs husband, Tom, designed the mural on the wall of the gym and together with 
some of her art students, they painted it. It displays all the classes we had at the Centre at 

that time and we would say it is priceless.  

Margaret and Tom moved out of Toronto to a 12 -acre ñpiece of Heavenò near the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. A short while after moving there, Margaret decided to retire from teaching 
at the Centre as the drive back and forth from Toronto could be quite treacherous in the 

wintertime.  Within a year of retirement, she was showing signs of dementia, which has 
now been diagnosed as Alzheimerôs disease.   

Margaret made some lifelong friends during her 19 years at the Centre. When the time 

came to leave, she was presented with the most wonderful farewell book from her 
students.  Her daughter Susan told us that this book brought tears to her eyes when she 

read it.  

The Perkin   & Culver family wishes to thank the Centre for being a very important chapter 
in Margaretôs life. 
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Where Flowers become Art 

(416) 766 - 6121  

www. martinflowers.com  

3107 Dundas St W  

Toronto, ON , M6P 1Z9  

                                     LANEWAY   

PLUMBING  SERVICES  

Quality & Reliability Since 1959  

Family Owned & Operated for 3 Generations   

REPAIRS FOR ALL YOUR  

PLUMBING NEEDS  

 Blocked Drains  

 Hot Water Heating  

 Frozen Water Pipes - Thawed  

 Leaky Taps & Toilets  

ALL WORK GUARANTEED  

Seniors Discount Offered  

   CALL : GREG LANE  

     416 - 241 - 6188  

Theatre Subscription Series            by: Sabine Beblo  

The 2011/2012 Season at The Village Players (Bloor & Runnymede).   

Five (5) plays for seniors on Sundays for only $65.00.  Show starts 

at 2:00 pm.  

Theatre dates are:  September 25 and November 20, 2011 and 

January 22, March 18, and May 6, 2012.  

The plays are as follows:  

Tartuffe by Moliere with translation by David Nicholson  

Lord Arthur Savileôs Crime from a short story by Oscar Wlde  

Beyond Therapy  by Christopher Durang  

Doubt , by John Parick Shanley  

Lend me a Tenor , by Ken Ludwig.  

They are all comedies and sure to please everyone!   

Please contact the office to register. Full payment required at time of registration and due by 

July 15. Payment is by cheque made out to The Village Players.  
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Special Volunteers  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
President                Audrey Clark  
Vice President             Gary Peltz  
Treasurer         Arlene Smetaniuk  
Secretary              Stella Hesketh  
 
Directors                 Pat Moe  

Marlene Peltz  
Taras Smetaniuk  

Erik Koudstaal  
John Nicolson  

    Fiorino Sclocco        
 
CENTRE STAFF  
* Executive Director      

Ivy Leung -Barnes  
 
 

* Program & Membership  
                 Joy Friedman  
  

* Hospitality & Community          
                   Nancy Rychel  
 

* Support Staff  
Leonie Maille  

Anne Vivaykanand  

A Syme of the Tymes 

is published quarterly. 

It is available at 

reception or by prepaid 

mail.  Information is 

gathered the month 

prior to publication.  

While we make every 

ef for t  to  ensure 

i n f o r m a t i o n  i s    

correct, we reserve the 

r igh t  to  change 

programs, fees, dates 

and times.  Thanks for 

your understanding .  

John Hoskins and Michael Craig  

They are not members of the Centre.  They neither 

serve on any committees nor attend any meetings yet 

they are two of our Special Volunteers.  John Hoskins 
and Michael Craig work diligently every year to help 

make our annual Dinner, Dance and Silent Auction a 
success.  They bring in the 

props, set -up the background 

and encourage all guests to 
have a souvenior photo taken 

of their big night.  This year, 

they ended up having their 
Gala dinner reheated in a 

microwave as they were off 

having the photos developed 

when dinner was served.    

John and Michael are 

definitely two of our very ñSpecial Volunteersò and the 

Fundraising Committee really appreciates their efforts.   

If you know of a Special Volunteer, please let us know 

so we can feature them in a future issue.  

 

Volunteers Needed!!  

Calling for volunteers to help out 

with two special upcoming events!!  

Annual Bazaar, Saturday October 

22, 2011  ï George Syme Centre  

We need help setting up on Friday 

afternoon and working at the bazaar on Saturday Oct. 

22.  

Community Centresô Craft Sale, Saturday October 

15, 2011  ï at Scarlett Height Retirement Home in 
conjunction with Islington Seniors and York West Active 

Living Centre.  

We need help during the day on Saturday.  

Please sign -up in the office with one  of our volunteer  
receptionists.    
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Program Committee Notes  

The Program Committee is pleased to announce that Joy Friedman will be 

assuming staff responsibility for our exercise and craft programs beginning in 

July 2011.  Joy will be responsible for dealing with members concerns, 

contracting and hiring instructors, attending to schedule changes and general 

troubleshooting.  The Program Committee will still be responsible for registration 

day as well as preparing class lists.  

All classes have a class representative, who shares in the smooth running of our 

classes.  Class representatives take class attendance; monitor and contact 

absentee class members after three classes and bring membersô concerns to Joy.  

They also read short announcements about the Centreôs upcoming activities and 

are responsible for notifying members of changed or cancelled classes by way of 

a ñtelephone treeò. 

Our class instructors also contribute to the smooth operations of our classes and 

we value them highly and look forward to another successful year providing 

quality activities for the members of Syme 55+ Centre.  

Arlene Smetaniuk  

Staff Notices  

 

You may have noticed two new faces in the office recently.  

They are Anne Vivaykanand, Hospitality and Community 

Support reporting to Nancy Rychel and Leonie Maille, 

Administration Assistant, reporting to Joy Friedman.  Both are 

on one -year contracts.  Anne has over ten years experience in 

the non -profit sector, planning and organizing community 

events and fundraisers.  She has also worked as a group 

facilitator and a volunteer coordinator.   Leonie Maille will be working in various 

departments enabling her to experience all aspects of a senior centre.   

 

Both ladies come to us with extensive but varied business experiences and we 

are most fortunate to have them working in the office.  

Anne Vivaykanand  
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The Many Faces of Syme 


